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Cats confound neighbors
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EAST END - Few people seemed to know what festered behind the front door of the two-story
yellow house at 251 Strader Ave.
Neighbors sure didn't. It wasn't until the bank foreclosed and the man living there left that they got
a look - and caught a nauseating whiff - of what was inside.
Paul Mills, left, helps Michael Bolan remove the porch roof on
Strader in the East End Thursday, September 6, 2007 at what they
Cats. call the —cat house,~which Bolan bought on a foreclosure. He has
been working to clean the up from the 60 dead and dying cats that
Sick h dvi ¢ were in the house from the previous owner.
ick, hungry, dying cats.
At least 60 of them. Rescue a cat
They'd crowded into the corners and onto the rafters of the 112 To learn more about the cats rescued from 251
y waed | . Strader Ave., visit www.foreclosurecats.or
GEt rewarded year-old home and turned it into a 1,500-square-foot litter box. The g
with National stench was overwhelming. A real estate agent put one foot in the
) ) house and promptly refused to enter. Quick Links
C |t}’ ChECI(mg. * Sign up for Breaking News newsletter
Michael Bolan bought 251 Strader last month for $18,000, sight . :
Y . unseen * Sign up for Breaking news text alert
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Yout ChECkMQ' Then. he saw it. * Post your own news using GetPublished!
N — "I basically thought, well, I'll have to tear it down," Bolan said. _
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and piles of junk crowding what might have been, at some point, a AmYy '
tidy home.
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Witness 251 Strader.
FREE REPORT
"I knew he had cats," said Joe Corcoran, who lives across the street.  Joe Mercadante quits high-paying corporate job to do
“| didn't know he had that many." real estate investing...in 8 months...see the same FREE
report Joe used to get started...
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. . . Personal Training in Blue Ash
_ o _ Those who know him don't have a bad word to say about him. They  personal or Group Training for beginner and beyond.
said Speth loved building things, inventing things, fixing things. Cert Personal Trainer/Dietitian will help you achive your
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across the street.
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He's a heck of a pool player and one of the best people longtime friend Richard Arnett knows.
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Neighbors sometimes saw cats peering through the windows or slinking across Speth's lawn. ﬁ?ﬁmcgtrlsalerille com
They thought the animals belonged to his mother, who once lived there. The idea the house might '
be crawling with them never crossed their minds. Benzie Salon
Located in Old Montgomery We make friends-You leave
Then again, rarely did anyone go into Speth's house. He spent most of his time outdoors. It's been ~ 28autful
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said that even in the winter, he kept visitors on the porch, bundled up, chatting in the cold.
No. 9 Images Photography )
Was he trying to hide the mess inside? Was he embarrassed, ashamed, unaware? In the end, it Egr?ﬁlryt Eﬁgg’;}r'a\ghe;d'”gs - Sports Senior Photos -
didn’t matter. www.no9images.com
Speth's secret got out.
Last spring, foreclosure hanging over him, Speth slipped away from 251 Strader, and people were
finally able to see what he had been hiding for years.
The spectacle horrified animal lovers like Gail Silver, who happened upon the house during a bike
ride. Silver's worked fervently to try to find homes for the 60-plus "foreclosure cats."
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Speth's neighbors, however, seem less shocked. There's some surprise, but there's also this,
from Corcoran: a shrug. "This is the 'hood," he said. He pointed to one home on the block and
said it's a crack house. He pointed to another and said it used to be.

But there are spots of beauty on the street, too: quaint, well-manicured homes and a gorgeous
community garden - which Corcoran tends - bursting with sunflowers and strawberries and
peaches. The garden, in fact, lies just steps from Speth's old house.

Bolan didn't tear it down after all.

Once the cats were rescued and removed, he went in with some help and a commercial-strength
gas mask and scraped inches of filth from the floors. When the upstairs ceiling was pried away,
piles of feces rained down.

Underneath it all, Bolan unearthed a place he thinks he can salvage. For weeks, he's treated the
stench with a locally sold product called OdorXit, and he said it's working.

While the smell of cat urine remains strong on the first floor, it's nearly gone on the second.
Bolan no longer needs the gas mask. He thinks it'll take about two months to clear it all out.

Then, the cat house will become history, just a story people on the block tell each other with the
same nonchalance they use to point out a suspected crack house.

It might be remembered differently by someone else, though - the person who knows how this all
happened.

Speth's still around, neighbors say, though no one knows exactly where he lives.

They still see him every once in a while, driving by, checking out the place he once called home.
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